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If you need help with applying for 
an SBHA property, please contact 
your local SBHA office.

This form can be supplied in 
alternative formats if required, e.g. 
in Braille, in large print, or on tape.

Registered under the Co-operative and Community 
Benefit Societies Act 2014 - Registered No. 2573R(s)

Registered as a Scottish Charity No. SC030751

The Scottish Housing Regulator - No. 313

Se necessitar de ajuda nas casas 
para arrendar com a Scottish Borders 
Housing Association por favor contacte                
www.newtotheborders.co.uk

Jeżeli poszukujesz informacji odnośnie 
wynajmu nieruchomości od Scottish Borders 
Housing Association wejdź na naszą stronę 
internetową www.newtotheborders.co.uk

Если вам требуется помощь насчет аренды 
жилья, обращайтесь к жилищной ассоциаии 
шотландского района  (Scottish Borders 
Housing Association). 

Адрес: www.newtotheborders.co.uk  



Who can apply for an SBHA property?
• Anyone over 16 years old.
• Anyone over 60 can also apply for amenity 

housing.  To apply, go to:
      www.sbhahomechoice.org.uk

Can I apply if I am already an SBHA 
Tenant?
If you are an SBHA Tenant you will not 
normally be able to transfer to another SBHA 
home until you have been in your current 
home for more than 12 months.  If, after 12 
months, you bid for a new home and are 
considered, an inspection of your home will 
be carried out.  The inspection is to check 
if your home meets our lettable standard 
and no offer of tenancy will be made if your 
home does not meet the required standard.

Do I get priority if I am homeless?
SBHA will give priority to applicants referred 
by Scottish Borders Council Homeless Team, 
under Section 5 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 
2001.

Do I get points for having a health 
need for a move?
Yes - provided you have completed a Unified 
Health Assessment form and been graded 
A-D.  

Can I get points for more than one 
reason?
Yes. For example you may have points for 
both health reasons and because you are 
overcrowded, however the maximum number 
of points which can be awarded is 150.

What do I do if I believe my 
property is Below Tolerable 
Standard?

20 points will be awarded if confirmation 
is received from the Environmental Health 
Department of Scottish Borders Council.

If you are a current SBHA Tenant, please 
contact your local SBHA office regarding 
this matter.

Can I apply if I have rent arrears 
or other tenancy related debt?
If you, or any member of your proposed 
household, has rent arrears or other 
debt such as recharges for repairs, then 
you will be suspended from bidding 
until the debt is reduced to less than 
1/12th  of the annual rent or an agreed 
payment arrangement has been kept to 
for at least 3 months.

Can I apply if I have an ASBO?
If you, or any member of your proposed 
household, has an ASBO, then you will be 
suspended from bidding for a maximum of 
a year.  Your suspension will be reviewed 
regularly with you throughout this time.

Are any other options available?
If you hold a current Scottish Secure 
Tenancy, you may wish to consider a 
Mutual Exchange.  For more information, 
please register on Homeswapper at www.
homeswapper.co.uk or contact your local 
SBHA office.

How many bedrooms will I be 
eligible for?
Up to the age of 16, children of the same 
sex can share a bedroom.

Children aged 10 or over will not normally be 
expected to share a bedroom with a child of 
a different sex in their new home, however 
there may be exceptions for large families 
requiring 4 bedrooms or more.

How many overcrowding points will 
I get?
20 points, up to a maximum of 60 points,  
will be awarded for each extra bedroom 
needed as above.

How many under occupation points 
will I get?
Under occupation points will be awarded 
for applicants who are currently a Tenant 
of a Registered Social Landlord   operating 
within the Scottish Borders.  20 points, up 
to a maximum of 60 points, will be awarded 
for each under-occupied bedroom. 

What happens if I have children who 
do not live with me all the time?
If your children stay with you for 3 or more 
nights per week they will be allocated 
a bedroom, however, you will need to 
provide SBHA with written confirmation of 
the arrangement.


